
Staff Picks: Best of 2023
Check out our favorite releases from the past year!

For more recommendations, ask a staff member.

A Mystery of Mysteries : The
Death and Life of Edgar Allan
Poe
by Mark Dawidziak
This new biography of the renowned
author of the macabre examines his life
through the prism of his mysterious death
at age forty and debunks many of the
myths of how he lived and died.

The Country of the Blind : A
Memoir at the End of Sight
by Andrew Leland
In a book that is part memoir, part
historical and cultural investigation, the
author, midway through his life with
retinitis pigmentosa, explores the state of
being that awaits him.

Poverty, By America
by Matthew Desmond
Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Evicted
reimagines the debate on poverty,
revealing there is so much poverty in
America not in spite of our wealth but
because of it, and builds a startlingly
original case for eliminating poverty in our
country.

Yellowface : A Novel
by R. F. Kuang
After the death of her literary rival in a
freak accident, author June Hayward
steals her just-finished masterpiece,
sending it to her agent as her own work,
but as emerging evidence threatens her
success, she discovers how far she'll go
to keep what she thinks she deserves.

The Art Thief : A True story of
Love, Crime, and A Dangerous
Obsession
by Michael Finkel
This riveting true story draws us into the
strange and fascinating world of prolific
art thief, Stéphane Breitwieser, who stole
and kept more than 300 objects until one

final act of hubris brought everything crashing down.

Whalefall : A Novel
by Daniel Kraus
Diving in the Pacific Ocean off the coast
of Monastery Beach to find the remains
of his deceased father, Jay Gardiner, in a
terrifying turn of events, is swallowed by
a sperm whale and has only one hour
before his oxygen tanks run out—one
hour to defeat his demons and escape.

Master Slave, Husband Wife :
An Epic Journey from Slavery
to Freedom
by Ilyon Woo
Recounts the extraordinary and
harrowing true story of a young, enslaved
couple who, achieving one of the boldest
feats of self-emancipation in American
history, embarked on three epic journeys

in one monumental bid for freedom.

The Teachers : A Year Inside
America's Most Vulnerable,
Important Profession
by Alexandra Robbins
"A must-read year-in-the-life account of
three teachers, combined with reporting
that reveals what's really going on behind
school doors by New York Times
bestselling author and education expert.
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The purest bond :
understanding the human-
canine connection
by Jennifer Golbeck
Blending groundbreaking research with
uplifting real-life tales, this feel-good book
explores the benefits our canine
companions can have on our physical,
emotional, cognitive and social well-

being, often without our realizing it.

Board to Death
by CJ Connor
When a man who offered to sell a rare
edition of the game that inspired
Monopoly at a suspiciously low cost turns
up dead, board game shop and café
owner Ben Rosencrantz becomes the top
suspect.

Birdgirl : Looking to the Skies
in Search of A Better Future
by Mya-Rose Craig
A young environmental activist shares
her experiences of traveling the world in
search of rare birds and astonishing
landscapes and her passion for social
justice and dedication to preserving our
planet.

A wing and a prayer : The Race
to Save Our Vanishing Birds
by Anders Gyllenhaal
"Three years ago, headlines delivered
shocking news: nearly three billion birds
in North America have vanished over the
past fifty years. This compelling drama
offers hope and an urgent call to action:
Birds are dying at an unprecedented

pace. But there are encouraging breakthroughs across the
hemisphere and still time to change course, if we act
quickly.

Symphony of Secrets
by Brendan Slocumb
When he is asked to authenticate a newly
discovered piece from famed 20th-
century composer Frederick Delaney,
Bern Hendricks uncovers clues that
indicate Delaney may have had help
composing his most successful work,
which makes him a target of a powerful

organization that will stop at nothing to keep its secret
hidden.

Every Duke has His Day
by Suzanne Enoch
When eccentric Duke of Woriton and
Diamond of the Season Elizabeth“Bitsy”
Dockering are brought together by a
dognapping incident, hilarity and romantic
chaos ensue as they work together to
save their canine companions with the
most unexpected outcome.

100 morning treats : Muffins,
Rolls, Biscuits, Sweet and
Savory Breakfast Breads, and
More
by Sarah Kieffer
The creator of Vanilla Bean Blog and
best-selling author of 100 Cookies and

Baking for the Holidays offers breakfast recipes for a
weekend, a morning at the office or sports practice, from
muffins to bread and coffeecakes.

What An Owl Knows : The New
Science of the World's Most
Enigmatic Birds
by Jennifer Ackerman
Illuminating the rich biology and natural
history of owls, the New York Times best-
selling author of The Genius of Birds
takes us around the globe and through
human history to understand the complex

nature of these extraordinary creatures.

Better Living Through Birding :
Notes from A Black Man in the
Natural World
by Christian Cooper
One morning in May 2020, Christian
Cooper was engaged in the ritual that
had been a part of his life since he was
ten years old: birdwatching in Central
Park. But when a routine encounter with

a dog-walker escalates age old racial tensions, Cooper's
viral video of the incident would send shockwaves through
the nation. In Better Living Through Birding, Cooper shows
how a life spent looking up at the birds prepared him, in
the most uncanny of ways, to be a gay, Black man in
American today.

North Woods : A Novel
by Daniel Mason
Explore the many ways we're connected
to our environment and to one another
through this sweeping collection of
stories about a single house and its
extraordinary succession of inhabitants.
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The Wager : A Tale of
Shipwreck, Mutiny and Murder
by David Grann
In this tale of survival and savagery, the
New York Times best-selling author of
Killers of the Flower Moon recounts the
events on His Majesty's ship The Wager,
a British vessel that left England in 1740
on a secret mission.

All the Dangerous Things
by Stacy Willingham
A year after her son is kidnapped while
sleeping in his crib and the case has
gone cold, a mother agrees to be
interviewed by a true-crime podcaster
with ulterior motives. From the best-
selling author of A Flicker in the Dark.

The Roaring Days of Zora Lily
by Noelle Salazar
While preparing The Hollywood Glamour
Exhibition at the Smithsonian, a costume
conservator discovers another name
beneath a label and unearths the unsung
life story of Zora Hough, a talented young
seamstress who left her poverty-stricken
life in 1924 Jazz-Age Seattle behind to

pursue her dreams of becoming a designer.

The Spectacular : A Novel
by Fiona Davis
In 1956 New York City, Marion Brooks,
one of the famous Radio City Rockettes,
is unwittingly drawn into the police search
for the “Big Apple Bomber” and may be
forced to sacrifice everything she's
worked for, as well as the people she
loves most, to catch this elusive criminal.

The Bullet that Missed : A
Thursday Murder Club Mystery
by Richard Osman
When Elizabeth is met with a deadly
mission—kill or be killed—the Thursday
Murder Club investigates 2 murders
and must catch the culprit and save
Elizabeth before the murderer strikes
again.

The Wishing Game : A Novel
by Meg Shaffer
A retired bestselling author hosts a one-
of-a-kind competition for top fans, giving
the winner a chance to change lives. For
26 year old Lucy Hart, a chance to read
the last-ever Clock Island book is a prize
worth playing for, but the possibility of
winning and securing a better future for

her and the financial opportunity to adopt one of her
students is too good to pass up. All the while, the master of
ceremonies, the prolific author himself, has his own
secrets to keep--and a larger plan in the works that will
change everything for all of them.

Happiness Falls : A Novel
by Angie Kim
When Mia's father doesn't come home
from a walk in the local nature reserve,
she doesn't think much of it. He must've
turned off his phone. Or his battery died.
Or he probably stopped for an errand-but
doing what exactly? Soon more
questions arise and it becomes clear to

Mia and her family that he is missing. Or is he?

The Sinister Booksellers of
Bath
by Garth Nix
Merlin, his sister Vivien, and an art
student struggling with her magical
heritage follow a newly discovered
sorcerous map to a place separated from
this world and guarded by monstrous
living statues, where they must stop a

murderous Ancient Sovereign from killing again.

The Stolen Heir : A Novel of
Elfhame
by Holly Black
Hiding in the human world, Suren, the
tormented child queen of the Court of
Teeth, must guard her heart against a
manipulative prince whom she cannot
trust when she agrees to join him on a
mysterious quest.
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Fourth Wing
by Rebecca Yarros
Despite hoping to enter the quiet life of
the Scribe Quadrant, the bookish Violet
Sorrengail is forced to become one of the
hundreds of brave candidates risking
their lives to be a dragon rider in the first
novel of a new series.

The Manor House : A Novel
by Gilly Macmillan
When her husband Tom is found dead,
Nicole, whose life has been forever
changed after a massive lottery win, finds
her dream world turning into a nightmare,
realizing that big money can bring big
problems and big threats, making her
wonder if Tom's death was really a tragic

accident—and if she's next.

Allergic : Our Irritated Bodies
in A Changing World
by Theresa MacPhail
A medical anthropologist makes a holistic
examination of the increasing amount of
allergies in our modern world, from the
first medical terms to the latest biologics
and immunotherapies and discusses the
impact of pollution and climate change.

Lady Tan's Circle of Women: A
Novel
by Lisa See
Sent into an arranged marriage, Tan
Yunxian, forbidden to continue her work
as a midwife-in-training or see her forever
friend Meiling, is ordered to act like a
proper wife and seeks a way to continue
treating women and girls from every level

of society in 15th-century China.

Practice Makes Perfect : A
Novel
by Sarah Adams
When she overhears her latest date say
she is boring, Annie Walker, on a quest to
find her perfect match, turns to
emotionally unavailable Will Griffin for
tutoring lessons in how to become
flirtatious and fun and as the lines of their

friendship become blurred, she soon reconsiders her
dream guy.

How to Sell A Haunted House
by Grady Hendrix
Forced to return to the small Southern
town where she grew up to sell her late
parents' house, Louise discovers that her
and her brother's old grudges pale in
comparison to the terror that still lurks
within its walls.

The Whispers
by Ashley Audrain
When their picture-perfect hostess
explodes in fury because her son
disobeys her and then falls from his
bedside window in the middle of the
night, three women grapple with what led
to that terrible night as his life hangs in
the balance.

Hang the Moon : A Novel
by Jeannette Walls
After encouraging her younger step-
brother to participate in daredevil
activities leads to an accident, Sallie
Kincaid is cast out of her family, in the
new novel from the #1 New York Times
best-selling author of The Glass Castle.

Friends, Lovers, and the Big
Terrible Thing : A Memoir
by Matthew Perry
The beloved Friends star shares candid
behind the scenes stories from the
legendary sitcom, as well as detailing his
own struggles with addiction that
threatened to derail his career.

Unruly : The Ridiculous History
of England's Kings and
Queens
by David Mitchell
In this hilarious book that takes history
seriously, a British actor and comedian
introduces England's earliest kings and
queens, who were mostly as silly and
weird in real life as they appear today in

their portraits, revealing a story of narcissists, inadequate
self-control, excessive beheadings, uncivil wars and more.
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Junior Staff Picks: Best of 2023
Check out our favorite releases for kids and young adults!

Running Past Dark
by Han Nolan
With half the town against her, senior
Scottie O'Doul searches for the truth
behind the deadly car crash that killed
her twin sister and the high school
football coach, running mile after mile to
push through her grief and trying to fit
the pieces of the puzzle together.

Aces Wild : A Heist
by Amanda DeWitt
When his mother is sold out by a rival
casino owner, Jack, the son of a Las
Vegas casino mogul, infiltrates a high-
stakes gambling club to discover the
truth, while hopelessly navigating what it
means to be in love while asexual.

Fox Has a Problem
by Corey R. Tabor
When Fox has a problem that causes all his
friends to have problems too, they must
work together to fix things before it's too
late.

Hoops
by Matt Tavares
Inspired by a true story, this graphic novel
about the ongoing battle of women
striving for equality in sports follows the
Wilkins Regional High School girls'
basketball team in 1975 Indiana, as they
push through to improbable victory
despite their disadvantages.

When Things Aren't Going
Right, Go Left
by Marc Colagiovanni
Reminding readers of their power to
forge their own destinies, this deep and
whimsical picture book creates an
enduring message of strength and

perseverance that is both universal and personal.

Something Like Home
by Andrea Beatriz Arango
Desperate to return home while staying
with her aunt, Laura finds a puppy and
decides that if she can train the puppy
to become a therapy dog, she might be
allowed to visit her parents and then
maybe things will go back to the way
they should be.

Simon Sort of Says
by Erin Bow
Two years after surviving a school
shooting, 12-year-old Simon moves to
the only place in America where the
internet is banned, finally getting a
chance to spin his own story with the help
of a new friend.

Artifice
by Sharon Cameron
To help her best friend Truus, who is
smuggling Jewish babies out of Nazi-
occupied Amsterdam, master forger Isa
de Smit sells fake paintings to the Nazis,
but soon discovers fake can be difficult to
spot both in art and in people.

Forgive Me Not
by Jennifer Baker
Incarcerated for driving drunk and
causing the accident that killed her little
sister, 15-year-old Violetta participates in
the Trials to regain both her freedom and
what she wants most of all: her family's
love and forgiveness.

School Trip
by Jerry Craft
While on a school trip to Paris, Jordan,
Drew and Liam find navigating a foreign
city almost as tricky as navigating the
same friendships, fears and differences
they struggle with at home.
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A Curse for True Love
by Stephanie Garber
In this electrifying conclusion to the epic
trilogy, Evangeline Fox finally has her
happily ever after, but unbeknownst to
her, she has paid a devastating price for
this fairytale and her husband will stop at
nothing, not even murder, to make sure
she never finds out.

Eerie Tales from the School of
Screams
by Graham Annable
Guaranteed to scare readers silly, this
collection of five terrifying tales follows
Davis and Emily as they listen to their
classmates tell the spookiest, most
chilling stories ever.

Barely Floating
by Lilliam Rivera
Channeling her rage into her
synchronized swimming dreams,12-year-
old Nat, who doesn't care what people
think, fights for what she wants as she
builds a community of those who lift her
up and help her stay afloat when waters
get rough.

The Berenstain Bears Blast
Off!
by Mike Berenstain
While visiting the Bear Country Space
Center, Mama, Papa and the cubs find
themselves on an out-of-this-world
adventure when Papa hits the big red
button in the Big Bear Space Rocket.

Thank a Farmer
by Maria Gianferrari
This lyrical picture book emphasizes
the importance of agriculture in our
day-to-day lives and traces the food
and clothing that a family uses back
to the people who harvested and
created them.

The One and Only Ruby
by Katherine Applegate
In this much anticipated novel-in-verse
that picks up a few months after the
events of The One and Only Bob, Ruby
recounts her life before the circus when
her caretaker from the elephant
orphanage in Africa comes for a visit.

Nat the Cat Takes a Nap
by Jarrett Lerner
This funny story finds a cranky Nat trying
to take a cat nap but the narrator keeps
interrupting his attempts to fall asleep.

The Umbrella
by Beth Ferry
In this delightful story a little girl and
her dog find unexpected ways to
spread the light in their dreary town
where it always rains, showing that
happiness is contagious.

Once Upon a Book
by Grace Lin
Celebrating the joy of reading and the
power of imagination, this enchanting
story follows Alice as she is swept away
to a world of wonder and adventure in
the pages of her favorite book.

Very Good Hats
by Emma Straub
Energetic and entertaining, this picture
book shows children that anything,
including acorns, raspberries, pudding
cups, books and more, can be a hat if
you believe it is!

Elena Rides/ Elena Monta en
Bici
by Juana Medina
With the help of her loyal little red bird
sidekick, Elena the elephant lets nothing
stand in the way of her learning to ride a
bike, in this entertaining and relatable tale
of the ups and downs of learning
something new.
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