
Staff Picks: Best of 2024
Check out our favorite releases from the past year!

For more recommendations, ask a staff member.

The tainted cup
by Robert Jackson Bennett
Investigating a seemingly impossible
death, detective Ana Dolabra, whose
brilliance is matched only by her
eccentricities, and her new magically
altered assistant, Din, who is trying to
keep his own secrets safe from her
piercing intellect, uncover a scheme that
threatens the safety of the Empire itself.

The book swap
by Tessa Bickers
When she accidentally donates her
favorite book containing a memento she
can't be without to the community library,
Erin, when the book turns up a week later
with fresh notes in the margins, starts a
life-changing conversation through an
anonymous book exchange that leads to
something unexpected.

Horror movie
by Paul Tremblay
The only surviving cast member of a
notorious, disturbing 1993 art house
horror movie joins the remake, but begins
having trouble distinguishing between
reality and film in the new novel by the
author of The Pallbearers Club.

The Mars house
by Natasha Pulley
A queer sci-fi novel about a marriage of
convenience between a Mars politician
and an Earth refugee.

I cheerfully refuse
by Leif Enger
In a climate-ravaged America, a grieving
musician sails a sentient Lake Superior,
seeking his lost love amidst rising corpses,
crumbling empires, and an unexpected
rebellion sparked by his own gentle spirit.

I was a teenage slasher
by Stephen Graham Jones
A good kid in a small Texas town in 1989
finds himself cursed to kill for revenge in
true slasher film-style, in the new novel by
the New York Times best-selling author of
The Only Good Indians.

I hope this finds you well
by Natalie Sue
Trapped between petty revenge and a
life-changing opportunity, Jolene
navigates coworker drama, hidden
secrets and forbidden feelings to save
her job, risking exposure of an email
vendetta and the walls she's built around
her heart.

Why we read
by Shannon Reed
In this uproarious exploration of the joys
of reading, a long-time teacher, lifelong
reader and The New Yorker contributor
shares surprising stories from her life and
the poignant ways in which books have
impacted her students and shows us how
literature can transform us for the better.
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The Kamogawa food detectives
by Hisashi Kashiwai
Down a quiet Kyoto backstreet,“food
detectives” Koishi Kamogawa and her
father Nagare, the proprietors of the
Kamogawa Diner, through ingenious
investigations, recreate dishes from a
person's treasured memories, which hold
the keys to their forgotten past and
future happiness.

The Paris novel
by Ruth Reichl
Resigning herself to honor her mother's
last wishes, Stella travels to Paris where
she meets an octogenarian art collector
who introduces her to the who's who of
the 1980's Paris literary, art and culinary
worlds, helping her understand what it
might mean to live a larger life.

Praisesong for the kitchen
ghosts
by Crystal Wilkinson
As the keeper of her family's stories and
treasured dishes, an O. Henry Prize-
winning writer, in this part memoir, part
cookbook, weaves those stories together
with recipes, family photos and the untold
heritage of Black Appalachia.

Dac biet
by Nini Nguyen
A New Orleans-based chef and cooking
instructor who appeared on Top Chef
presents a collection of contemporary
Vietnamese recipes that each add a little
something extra, including Charbroiled
Oysters in Chili Butter, Viet-Cajun
Seafood Boil and more.

The warm hands of ghosts
by Katherine Arden
In 1918, field nurse Laura Iven returns to
Belgium to uncover the truth about her
brother Freddie's supposed death in
combat, while Freddie, unable to return to
the killing fields, takes refuge with a
mysterious man who has the power to
make the hellscape of the trenches
disappear.

There's always this year
by Hanif Abdurraqib
One of our culture's most insightful critics
and most of all, an Ohioan, reflects on
the golden era of basketball during the
1990s and explores what it means to
make it, who we think deserves success,
the tensions between excellence and
expectation and the very notion of role
models.

The bright sword
by Lev Grossman
Arriving at Camelot to compete for a spot
on the Round Table, a gifted young knight
Collum instead finds only a handful of
knights left after the Battle of Camlann,
and together, joined by Merlin's
apprentice Nimue, set out to rebuild
Camelot in a world that has lost its
balance.

Funny story
by Emily Henry
After being dumped for her boyfriend's
lifelong best friend, Petra, Daphne agrees
to room with Petra's freshly heartbroken
ex until she can figure things out, in the
new novel from the New York Times best-
selling author of Happy Place.

Shakespeare
by Judi Dench
Interweaving anecdotes on audiences,
critics, company spirit and rehearsal room
etiquette, Dame Judi Dench opens up
about every Shakespearean role she has
played throughout her 70-year career,
serving up priceless revelations on
everything from the craft of speaking in
verse to her personal interpretations of
some of Shakespeare's most famous
scenes.

The god of the woods
by Liz Moore
In 1975, when a camp counselor
discovers the 13-year-old daughter of the
summer camp's owners has disappeared
just like her brother 14 years earlier, a
panicked search begins as the secrets of
the Van Laar family and the blue-collar
community working in its shadow are
revealed.
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Sandwich
by Catherine Newman
While on her family's yearly escape to
Cape Cod, Rocky, sandwiched between
her half-grown kids and fully aging
parents, relives the tenderness and
sorrow of a handful of long-ago
summers, coming face-to-face with her
family's history and future and accepting
she can no longer hide her secrets from
the people she loves.

Bear
by Julia Phillips
Trapped on a remote Washington island
with their dreams out of reach, two sisters
clash when a mysterious bear arrives
swimming in the channel, forcing them to
confront their conflicting desires for
escape and connection.

Anita de Monte laughs last
by Xochitl Gonzalez
A first-generation Ivy League student
uncovers the genius work of a female
artist decades after her suspicious death.

The lost story
by Meg Shaffer
Forced to return to the enchanted world
they called home for six months 15 years
ago to confront their shared past no
matter how traumatic the memories,
reclusive artist Rafe and famed missing
persons' investigator Jeremy search for
their friend Emilie's sister and for
everything they've lost.

The great divide
by Cristina Henrâiquez
A novel about the construction of the
Panama Canal, following the intersecting
lives of the local families fighting to
protect their homeland, the West Indian
laborers recruited to dig the waterway,
and the white Americans who gained
profit and glory for themselves.

The storm we made
by Vanessa Chan
In 1945 Malaya, when her family is in
terrible danger due to a choice she
made 10 years earlier, Cecily Alcantara,
who was lured into a life of espionage
for the invading Japanese forces during
World War II, finds her actions catching
up with her and will do anything to save
those she loves.

The women
by Kristin Hannah
In 1965, nursing student Frankie
McGrath, after hearing the words“Women
can be heroes, too,” impulsively joins the
Army Nurse Corps and follows her
brother to Vietnam where she is

overwhelmed by the destruction of war, as well as the
unexpected trauma of coming home to a changed and
politically divided America.

The fox wife
by Yangsze Choo
In 1908 Manchuria, Bao, a detective with
an uncanny ability to sniff out the truth,
is hired to uncover the identity of a dead
courtesan, while a secretive woman
named Snow, seeking vengeance for
her lost child, navigates the myths and
misconceptions of fox spirits to find a
murderer.

Listen for the lie
by Amy Tintera
When Lucy's friend Savvy is murdered,
anyone could be the killer, even Lucy,
and soon enough a true-crime podcast
comes investigating.

Dogland
by Tommy Tomlinson
From the Pulitzer Prize finalist comes the
first inside account of the Westminster
Dog Show-America's oldest and most
beloved dog show-following one dog on
his quest to become a champion.
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Nosy neighbors
by Freya Sampson
When their apartments in Shelley House
face demolition, sworn enemies 25-year-
old Kat and 77-year-old Dorothy put their
differences aside to save their historic
building, but when one of its residents is
murdered, the duo seek justice to restore
peace in their community.

How to solve your own murder
by Kristen Perrin
After a fortune teller in 1965 predicts her
murder, Frances spends her life
searching for her best friend, who
disappeared at a county fair, until she
actually is murdered 60 years later,
leaving her grand-niece, Annie, to solve
both crimes.

The best way to bury your
husband
by Alexia Casale
After killing her husband—a truly terrible
man, Sally finds herself leading an
extremely unusual self-help group of
women who have come together to heal
the damage their husbands have
done—and to work out a plan to get rid
of the bodies and get away with it.

Just for the summer
by Abby Jimenez
With every person they date finding their
soulmate the second they break up,
Justin and Emma decide to date each
other and break up to cancel each
other's curse out, but their quick fling
turns into something more when their
families get involved and they catch real
feelings for each other.

The paradise problem
by Christina Lauren
When his 100-million-dollar inheritance
comes with a catch—he must be happily
married for five years, Liam Weston, the
uptight heir of a grocery chain, turns to
his secret not-so-ex-wife Anna Green, a
feisty, foul-mouthed artist, to fake their
relationship and convince his one-
percenter parents they're in love.

The library of borrowed hearts
by Lucy Gilmore
Stumbling across a rare edition of a book
from the 1960s with love notes scribbled
in the margins, librarian Chloe Sampson
is sent on a literary scavenger hunt that
brings about unexpected friendship and
the discovery that some love stories
begin in the unlikeliest places.

Expiration dates
by Rebecca Serle
Every time she meets a new man,
Daphne Bell receives a slip of paper with
his name and a number on it—the exact
amount of time they will be together;
usually she is right, but when she meets
Jake, her whole system is thrown for a
loop.

By the fire we carry
by Rebecca Nagle
An award-winning reporter and member
of the Cherokee Nation recounts the
generations-long fight for tribal
sovereignty in Eastern Oklahoma and the
1990s murder case that led the Supreme
Court to reaffirm native rights to the land.

The great river
by Boyce Upholt
In this landmark work of natural history, a
journalist tells the epic story of the
Mississippi River and the centuries of
efforts to control it, which have damaged
its once-vibrant ecosystems, carrying
readers along the river's last remaining
backchannels and exploring how
scientists hope to restore what has
been lost.

The boys of Riverside
by Thomas Fuller
Revealing a portrait of high school
athletics, and deafness in America, this
extraordinary true story of an all-deaf
high school football team's triumphant
climb from underdog to undefeated looks
back at their 2021 and 2022 season
during which they chased history.
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The heiress
by Rachel Hawkins
After North Carolina's richest—and most
notorious—heiress dies, her adopted
son, Camden, rejects his inheritance
until 10 years later, when his uncle's
death pulls him and his wife back into
the family fold at Ashby House where he
realizes the bonds of family stretch far
beyond the grave.

Pain in Paynesville
by Kris Bertelsen
A true crime account that rocked bucolic
central Minnesota, Pain in Paynesville,
walks readers through the author’s
experiences in the 1980s as a serial
predator stalked boys in his hometown,
two abductions, and a murder that would
remain unsolved for almost 30 years.

The family experiment
by John Marrs
When the company behind Virtual
Children creates a reality TV show
called“The Substitute,” 10 couples
compete to raise a Virtual Child from
birth to age 18 in a nine-month period
where the prize is the right to keep their
virtual child or risk it all for the chance of
a real baby.

The unmaking of June Farrow
by Adrienne Young
Determined to end the curse that has
plagued their family line, June Farrow,
after her grandmother's death reveals
clues to her mother's decades-old
disappearance, embarks on a journey
that will not only change both the past
and the future, but also entangle her
heart in an epic star-crossed love.

What does it feel like?
by Sophie Kinsella
From a #1 bestselling author comes a
story about a renowned novelist facing a
devastating diagnosis and learning to
live and love anew.

Loud
by Drew Afualo
In this part manual, part manifesto, part
memoir that smashes the patriarchy, the
content creator and women's rights
advocate shows that behind her
fearsome laugh is a mission and a life
philosophy, a strategy for self-
confidence from the inside out and a call
to rid the internet—and our hearts,
minds and lives—of “terrible men.”

Intermezzo
by Sally Rooney
In the wake of their father's death, two
brothers—successful Dublin lawyer
Peter and his younger brother Ivan, a
competitive chess player—find different
ways to deal with their grief, which
affects not only their lives, but the lives
of those they hold dear.

The Briar Club
by Kate Quinn
In 1950 Washington, DC, at an all-
female boardinghouse called Briarwood,
mysterious widow Grace March moves
into the attic room, drawing her oddball
collection of neighbors into unlikely
friendship, but when a shocking act of
violence tears the house apart, the
women must expose the true enemy in
their midst.
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Spirit crossing
by William Kent Krueger
As a huge manhunt is launched to find a
local politician's daughter, Cork
O'Connor. and the newly formed Iron
Lake Ojibwe Tribal Police, when the
body of a young Ojibwe woman is found,
uncover a connection to the missing
teenager—one that places his own
grandson in the crosshairs of a killer.

The housemaid is watching
by Freida McFadden
The New York Times bestselling author
presents another addictive psychological
thriller in the series in which the
Housemaid, now with a family of her own,
moves to the suburbs, leaving her dark
secrets behind, but soon finds this
seemingly perfect neighborhood the most
dangerous place of all.

Iron flame
by Rebecca Yarros
After surviving her first year at Basgiath
War College, dragon rider Violet
Sorrengail discovers that the real
danger is just beginning, in the second
novel of the series following
Fourth Wing.

The anxious generation
by Jonathan Haidt
From New York Times bestselling
coauthor of The Coddling of the American
Mind, an essential investigation into the
collapse of youth mental health-and a
plan for a healthier, freer childhood.

Argylle
by Elly Conway
A CIA spymaster, Frances Coffey, must
prevent a Russian magnate from
restoring his nation to greatness and
setting in motion a chain of events that
will take the world to the edge of war and
chaos.

Tangled up in you
by Christina Lauren
Raised on a homestead and off the grid
for most of her 22 years, Ren, who has
never held an iPhone or engaged in
social media, attends Corona College
where she's partnered with Fitz, a
handsome, rich player, for a simple
assignment, which unexpectedly throws
both their lives off course.

The new couple in 5B
by Lisa Unger
A couple inherits an apartment with a
spine-tingling past, in a thriller by the
New York Times best-selling author of
Secluded Cabin Sleeps Six.

Only say good things
by Crystal Hefner
A world-renowned model, advocate,
entrepreneur and wife of the late Hugh
Hefner provides a fascinating look
behind-the-scenes at a powerful
cultural icon and brand, revealing the
objectification and misogyny of the
Playboy mansion and sharing her
transformative journey to a person who
finally recognized her true worth

Lies and weddings
by Kevin Kwan
Forced to attend his sister's wedding to
seduce a woman with money and get his
family out of debt, Rufus, the future Earl
of Greshambury, finds their plans—and
their reputation—going up in flames
when a secret tryst and tragedy become
known, revealing a shocking twist.

Bandit heaven
by Tom Clavin
A New York Times bestselling author tells
the thrilling true story of the most
infamous hangout for bandits, thieves
and murderers of all time.
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The paranormal ranger
by Stanley. Milford
Former Navajo Ranger Stanley Milford
Jr.'s chilling and clear-eyed memoir of
his investigations into bizarre cases of
the paranormal and unexplained over
the course of his illustrious career
serving the Navajo Nation.

The boyfriend
by Freida McFadden
Sydney Shaw, like every single woman in
NYC, has terrible luck with dating until
she meets the utterly perfect, charming,
handsome doctor Tom, but when a
woman is brutally murdered and the
suspect is a mystery man who dates his
victims before he kills them, Sydney can't
shake her own horrifying suspicions.

The light eaters
by Zoèe Schlanger
An award-winning environment and
science reporter immerses us in the
awe-inspiring and complex world of
green life, challenging our very
understanding of agency,
consciousness and intelligence by
examining the latest epiphanies in
botanical research and the tremendous
biological creativity it takes to be plant.

The message
by Ta-Nehisi Coates
The #1 New York Times best-selling
author of Between the World and Me
travels the world to explore how the
stories we tell—and the ones we
don't—shape our realities.

A fate inked in blood
by Danielle L. Jensen
After discovering that she is a shield
maiden who can repel any attack, a
fanatical jarl binds Freya with a blood
oath to protect Skaland in a Norse-
inspired fantasy romance, from the best-
selling author of The Bridge Kingdom
series.

The small and the mighty
by Sharon McMahon
Offers inspiring portraits of 12 ordinary
Americans whose courage formed the
character of the United States.

Nexus
by Yuval N. Harari
From the Stone Age through the
canonization of the Bible, Stalinism,
Nazism and the resurgence of populism
today, a historian and philosopher
explores human history to consider how
the flow of information has shaped us,
and our world, addressing the urgent
choices we face as nonhuman
intelligence threatens our very
existence.

The familiar
by Leigh Bardugo
During the Spanish Golden Age, Luzia
Cotado, gifted with magic, garners the
attention of the disgraced secretary to
Spain's king, plunging her into a world
where the lines between magic, science
and fraud blur—and where she must
enlist the help of an embittered immortal
familiar whose deadly secrets could
destroy them both.
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Check out our favorite releases for kids and young adults!

Louder than hunger
by John Schu
Even though he likes helping people,
Jake, who avoids kids his own age,
mirrors and food, must help himself
when the destructive voices inside get
to be too much, in this raw and
transformative novel-in-verse about
managing and articulating pain, and
embracing self-acceptance, support
and love.

Snowglobe
by Soyoung Park
Given the opportunity to enter Snowglobe,
the last place on Earth that's warm, where
its residents, in exchange for fame, fortune
and safety, broadcast their lives 24/7 to the
less fortunate outside, Chobahm discovers
reality is a lie and the truth is out of reach.

Ghost roast
by Shawneâe Gibbs
When a night out with the popular crowd
ends in disaster, high school student
Chelsea Grant is forced to work for her
dad at Paranormal Removal Services
where she discovers she can actually see
ghosts and tries to keep it a secret.

They call me No Sam!
by Drew Daywalt
When insolent pug Sam, who was
adopted by scientists to keep their son
company while they work on a top-
secret research project, causes canine
chaos daily, the family isn't sure how
much more they can take until Sam's
heroic actions stop the bad guys from
stealing their confidential findings.

Ellie Haycock is totally
normal
by Gretchen Schreiber
Forced to return to the hospital while
trying to balance her illness with the
pressures of high school, Ellie Haycock
finds this stay different when she
becomes close with a group of friends,
including optimistic Ryan, who, despite
their differences, she can't stop
thinking about.

The glass girl
by Kathleen Glasgow
When 15-year-old Bella turns to alcohol
to cope with the pressures of life, she
soon finds herself struggling with a life-
threatening addiction, in a candid, deeply
compassionate exploration of the forces
pushing young women toward addiction
and self-harm.

The tenth mistake of Hank
Hooperman
by Gennifer Choldenko
When his mom doesn't come home,
11-year-old Hank, who takes care of his
toddler sister, Boo, seeks out the
stranger listed as their emergency
contact, which has consequences and
could separate them for good, but Hank
is determined to keep his family
together, no matter what.

Heroes
by Alan Gratz
Aboard the battleship the USS Utah with
their Navy pilot fathers during WWII
when the ship is attacked by the
Japanese, Frank and Stanley find their
friendship—and dreams—in jeopardy
when Stanley is seen as the “enemy”
because his mother is Japanese
American.
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Impossible creatures
by Katherine Rundell
When Mal barges into his life, along with
a baby griffin, demanding his help,
Christopher embarks on an adventure of
a lifetime with this fierce girl to save the
Archipelago, a hidden world where
magical creatures have thrived for
thousands of years.

The one and only family
by Katherine Applegate
When silverback gorilla Ivan and his
mate Kinyani welcome a set of twins
to their family, Ivan can't help but
recall his childhood in the jungle - and
his own twin - as he navigates joys
and challenges of parenthood

I'm sorry you got mad
by Kyle Lukoff
After he hurts his friend Zoe's feelings,
Jack discovers there's more to an
apology than just saying“I'm sorry,” in this
engaging exploration of how an apology
goes deeper than just words.

The squish
by Breanna Carzoo
In an effort to prevent ever getting
squished again, Sandcastle tries
to be bigger, taller and stronger,
but wonders if that's enough to
stop all the squishes until it
discovers the value of resiliency,
rebuilding and reaching out to
others.

Earnest Sandpiper's great
ascent
by Timothy B. Ering
Unable to soar like his brother and sister,
Earnest Sandpiper finds his efforts to fly
leading him into danger, but with the
support of his family and a little trust in
himself, he finds his way out again—and
into the sky.

The bakery dragon
by Devin Elle Kurtz
Ember, a small dragon with an
unimpressive roar, fears he will never be
as good at stealing gold as other
dragons, but he soon discovers a
different path to joy after a chance
encounter with a baker.

Eyes that weave the
world's wonders
by Joanna Ho
In this heartfelt companion to Eyes
That Kiss in the Corners, a young
trans-racial adoptee learns to
appreciate both her birth culture
and her adopted family's culture,
discovering these differences are
part of her and what makes her
beautiful.

The most boring book ever
by Brandon Sanderson
As a young boy goes about his
ordinary day, surprising adventure
unfolds around him involving pirates,
dragons and other unexpected perils,
taking him by surprise, in this clever
interplay between text and
imaginative art.
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